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45 \ Proclamation for Preuentin g thedecayes of 


Churches and Chappels for the 


ume to come. 


He Kings moſt Excellent Ma1zsT 1s having of late taken 


ſpectalnotice ofthe generall decayes and ruinesof Pariſh Churches 

><&Y and Chappels in many parts of this Kingdome, and that by Law 
PS | theſame ought to be repatred and maintainedfrom time to time, at 
Ny w} the pzoper charge of the inhabitants and occupters of Lands 

8] {9 | withinthoſe Pariſhes and Chappelries reſpectinely , who being al- 
FF \2® )] together careleſſe of their duttestherein, haue in many places wilful- 
— === [pneglected the ſame, when with a little charge ſeaſonably beſtowed 
intime,they might eaſily pzenent thoſe great ruſnes, which afterwards grow moze heauyto 
de ſuppoztedbytcheir own defaults , and ſometimes thoſe Churches and Chappels are by them 
purpoſely ſuffered co runne into ſuch extreame ruineand decay outof hope to obtaine ſome ge- 
nerall Collection, whereby to ſpare themſclues, and to get the wozke, Which they areboundto 
doe bylaw, tobe done by the common purſe of others, ſuch Collections as: oflate 
yeeres moze frequently granted then heretofoze. 

His Mateltte therekoze takingthis matter into His Pzſncely conſideration , and holding ita 
great diſhonour to our Chziſtian pzofeſſion , that the conſecrated places of Gods Wwozſhip and 
Diu ine Deruice are no better lookedvnto, doth by this His P2oclamattion Ntraitly charge and 
commandallArchbiſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, and others to whom i may appertaine, 
That they takeſpectall care, each ofthem within his owne l{mits and Juriſdiction, that this 
point of keeping and vpholding the Churches andChappels from timetotime , in good, de- 
cent, andſabſtantiall repaire , beexactly and duely perfozmed, and theretnnot to rely vpon the 
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19 
Churchwardens Pzeſentinents, who toſane themſelues and thefr neighbours from charge, - 


willealily omit to make knowen the decayes of their Churches and their owne defaults. bu 
either by themſelnes tn perſon,o2 by their Dffict 118,02 other perſons of wozthand truſt,to take 
view and ſuruey of the Churches and Chappels Within their ſenerall Puriſdictions, and 
where they finde ought amiſle, to cauſe the ſame to be ſpeedily and carefully amended,and colt: 
mit and appoint let dayes fo2 the doing thereof,that no needfull Wozke be deferredtoolong,and 
to vſe the power ofthe Eccleſiaſticall Courts foz putting the ſame tn due execution. willingand 
requiring alſo all his Maieſties Judges ofthe Common Law, to be very carefulland wary, 
thatinthele cales which concerne the repaire of Churches andChappels accozding to this His 
Mateſtites Pzincely care,and Royall commandement, the good wozke bndertakeninthe Eccle: 
 (aſticallCourts bee not interrupted, by their too ealte grantingofPzohibſtions,which,as with 
other caſes, fo eſpectally inthis , would not be granted, but vpon weighty and great cauſe, and 
bpon ſtrict and dueexamination, 

And to take away from the ſaid Jnhabitants and Land-holders of Pariſhes, thehope 
which they haueheretofoze had to relienethemſelues by publique Collections, asallſo topzes 
nent the cauleleſle burthening of His louing Subſects , not lyable by the Law to the ſaidrepa- 
rations, His Pateſtte hereby doeth further charge and command the Lozd Keeper ofthe 
Great Sealeof England, thatfrom hencefoozthno Letters Patents be granted, noz ſufferedto 
paſſe the Seale foz any Collection fo2 the repayzing oz new building of any Churchesoz Chap- 
pels,0: the Steeples ofthe ſame, exceptingonely incaſe of caſualtie by fire , oz extraozdinarce 
violence of Tempeſt, whereby the ſa(d Churches,Chappels,ozSteeples,are ſuddenly, without 
the Pariſhioners default, ſo greatly decayed , asthe Pnhabitants and Land-holdersarenoc 
able without helpe ofothers,to repayze oz new build the ſame, 

All whichHis MPaleſtie doth will andcommand to bee from hencefozth duely andſtrictly ob= 
| ferned,aswel by che laid Lozd Keeper foz his part,as by theſa(dArchbiſhops, Biſhops, Jud- 

ges, andothers foz thetr parts, as they tender His Pateſties good pleaſure and Royall Como 
mandement, that the great ſnconuentence, and diſhonour of ſuffering the houſes of Gods woz« 
ipandſernice,toruninto ruine and decay amongſt vs,may be hereafter carefully pzeuented, 


Giuen at his Maicſtics Honour of Hampton Court the eleuenth day of Oftober, in 
the fift yecre of His Reigne, of Great Britaine,France,aud Ircland. 


Cod fave the King. 


Pee CEC 
_ Dr ET 
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